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DEAR PRAVDA

BY MURRAY SEEGER

. " ' Thnes Statf Writer

. MOSCOW—How do you get'your
pet peeves and majer complaints

‘about life and its hardships off your

chest in the world's most ves’ ficted
society? You wrile a letter 1o the edi-
or about them. S .
-~ The nation's tightly controfled -
newspapers, magazines and radio
and televigion networks are {looded
daily with lelters—many of them
complaints ahout failures and viola-

“{ions in the svstem and many cthers

praising the leadership, .
. The official Communist Party or- -

“gan, Pravda, the nation's biggest
. hewspaper, reports that 1,300 letters

are received every day and 48 em-
ployes work full time dealing with
then. ,

How mhany of {he letters that the
general public gets to vead or hear
about over the official networks are*
genuine and how many are planted
hy the official propagandists cannot
be deferminéd. :

One of .the most noted party com-
mentators, Yuri Zhukov, for in-
stance, reporied recenlly over the
nationwide Lelevision neuwork that
he had received "several hundred”
Jetters denouncing the Nobel nove-

list Alexander Solzhenitsyn and the” '

nuclear physicist Andrei. D. Sakha-
rov for their dizsident views. He did
not explain how the letter-writers
avere 5o conversant with the emrent
thoughts of the two mo:st {amous
critics of the gystem, since none of
their writings or statements have
been reproduced by the Soviet me-
dia. - . :

And when he was asked by West-
ern newsmen, in.an eudience he
granted to them a day after the
broadecast, whether he had received

~any Jetters supporting Solzhenitsyn .

and Sakbharov, he veplied, "No, they
are probably sent to the New York
Times." .

Yor the ordinary Soviel citizen
who usually does nol ecomplain in
public abowl major problerms and al-
mogt never “discusses politics, the
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One sant a letter complaining that
he was searchied as he left one of the
new sell-service grocery stores. He
wag incensed that an honest citizen
should he treated as a shoplifier sus- -
pect. Another letter claimed that
mail deliveries were too low, Sever-

‘) wrged a change in wage rates.

Some Jetinrs are answers to earlier
messages asking {or personal advice
on dealing with unfaithful boy-
{riends and drunken fathers. Manyv
are pleas for betier public manners,
betier -care of piarke and more
thought{ul treatment of pets and zoo
animals, ‘ . :

Al of these thoughts were includ-
ed in recently published letters, pro-.
viding the only amising reading’
among  the turgid political, pro-
nouncements and slanted reporting
of overseas news, -

The authoritics permit a limited
aboul of grousing about routine
problems as a crude measure of pub-
lic opinion, to Jet people release
steamed-up cmotions and to prod
{he incflicient burcaucracy. Some
Jetters lead to official investigations,

A sharp line is drawn on political
discussion and criticism. Only. those
letters that support official policics
are printed, .| :
- : "In a word, the ordinary

worker, the ordinary

reader has the opportuni-
ty of .expressing through
the mass media his views
-on different aspects of so-
ciety and . so bring in-

{luence to bear on them," a

Sovict commentator said
. recently,

"This is a concrete illus-
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. signed” by falthin] miem-
bere, .

Qeveral. yearz ago, &
liverp! Soviet editor
tracike:d down a “worker"
who had  attacked him
throvgh the mail and
found the real author-was
a hizh party ofiicial.

The party also writes the
open letters used in cam-
paizns against  dissideuts
an¢k: fries to force prom-
fnent figures tosign them,
In the reeent campaign
arainst Sakharoyv, for in-

stance. composer Dimitvi-
Shostakovich - signed  but

cellist Mstislav Rostropo-
vich did not. The name of
violinist David Ofstrackh
appeared on the lztter but
he reportedly repudiated
it since his name was at-

tached without his knowl-

edze when he was in a
hospital. g o

There are lesser known
correspondents whose

views do not reflect the of-

ficial points of view on
sensitive issues, but- thay
take great risks when they
drop their letters into a
postal hox. S
TFour retired men in Le-

ningrad were publicly hu-"

miliated after they were
tracked down as-the au-
thors of a series of anony-
mous lelters reccived by
newspapers and broad-
casting stations over a pet-
fod of months,

"TTe wrote stch enor-

tration of the demoeratic ynous things that I' could
nature of the Sovietngy yaise my hand to re-
press," h? added. " :peat them," a reporter for
Letters, usually ingpired the Leningradska;a Prav-
" by - propaganda workers, da wrote of one correspon-
~are aiso wsed to suggest dent. ' B
massive public support for  "Bverybedy knows that
official policies. a person confessing hostile
. The newspapers syste- views will easily come to
matically print prominent- treason against the Sovict
ly a purported cross sec- system, will’ get into the
tion of public letters in net of the enemy's secret
praise of Communist Par- scrvice and become a trai.
ty Chief Leonid I. Brezh- tor to his motherland.”
nev, especiclly when he
yetusng from an overseas TO-year-old P. M. FFafarov,
nreecbtine such as last desaibed as a man with a
spring's visit (o the.United “high. education® who
States, < Jives on a pension after
Suchletiersare often the Working for the Teningrad
result of prodding by local, ¥Engineering Works. =
officials al party ov shop . The leller that pot him
meetings, And those well- o troubie said it w
informed leiter altacking |Our duty (o help Israel in-
the as-vet uaphblished her defensive war against
views of Solzhenitsyn and A1ab extremists and na-
are often writ. tionalists.
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